THE TARIFF OF 1838,

of his motives in taking this important step and
to appreciate his reasons for the adoption of a pol-
icy with which, after the year 1828, lie was so
closely identified.

"When Mr. Webster first entered Congress he
was a thorough-going Federalist. But the Fed-
eralists of New England differed from their great
chief, Alexander Hamilton, on the question of a
protective policy. Hamilton, in his report on
manufactures, advocated with consummate ability
the adoption of the principle of protection for
nascent industries as an integral and essential part
of a true national policy, and urged it on its own
merits, without any reference to its being incident
to revenue. The New England Federalists, on the
other hand, coming from exclusively commercial
communities, were in principle free-traders. They
regarded with disfavor the doctrine that protec-
tion was a good thing in itself, and desired it, if at
all, only in the most limited form and purely as an
incident to raising revenue. With these opinions
Mr. Webster was in full sympathy, and he took
occasion when Mr. Calhoun, in 1814, spoke in
favor of the existing double duties as a protective
measure, and also in favor of manufactures, during
the debate on the repeal of the embargo, to define
his position on this important question. A few
brief extracts will show his views, which were ex-
pressed very clearly and with his wonted ability
and force.